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MQRES PhD scholarship to study disease in Australian pearl oysters
An Australian domestic MQRES PhD candidate is sought to study the cause of unexplained mortalities in pearl oysters (Pinctada maxima) that result from oyster oedema disease (OOD). Pearl oyster farming is one of Australia’s largest aquaculture industries and is worth over $200 million a year.  This project will make a direct contribution to the sustained productivity of the pearling industry by identifying the cause of an as yet uncharacterised disease (OOD) that is limiting productivity in some oyster farming areas. The research program to identify the cause of OOD and develop molecular diagnostic tests for the disease is funded by the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation. It is being undertaken by Macquarie University in collaboration with the Western Australian Department of Fisheries and the Australian Pearl oyster industry. The MQRES candidate will work primarily at the Western Australian Department of Fisheries’ laboratories in Perth, with field work conducted on the Kimberly coast of WA. The project will involve next generation nucleotide sequencing, bioinformatics, histopathology and controlled infection experiments in order to identify infectious agents associated with OOD. This position is particularly suited to candidates interested in careers in aquaculture research and fisheries management. 

It is desirable that candidates have prior experience in molecular biology, bioinformatics and/or pathology. However, high level training in these areas will be available throughout the course of the project for candidates without existing experience in these areas.
MQRES scholarships are offered for a period of 3.5 years. The scholarship will provide funds to pay tuition fees and a stipend (living allowance) of $24,653 per year tax free. 
For further information, contact:

Professor David Raftos at Macquarie University (david.raftos@mq.edu.au), or,
Dr. Michael Snow at WA Department of Fisheries (Michael.Snow@fish.wa.gov.au)
Professor David A. Raftos

Department of Biological Sciences, Macquarie University, North Ryde, NSW, 2109, Australia.

Email: draftos@rna.bio.mq.edu.au
Phone: 61-2-9850 8402
FAX: 61-2-9850 8245

